CHAPTER II
POPULATION
>"TpHE basis of this Survey of the Oxford district must be an examina-
J- tion of the population of the Area—of its numbers, of its dis-
tribution between town and country and between different areas of
local administration, of its age and sex composition. We must focus
attention from the first upon the fact that it is the rapid changes of
population since the War which have thrust problems in almost every
sphere upon the local authorities. The extent to which these prob-
lems have been solved provides a searching test of the adaptability
and efficiency of our institutions.
Reasonably accurate information about population begins only
with the nineteenth century. The first census was taken, probably
rather imperfectly, in 1801. It showed a population for the Area of
the present Survey of about 39,500; Oxford had 12,279 people,
Abingdon 4,163, and Woodstock 1,322; the remaining 22,000—
5 5 per cent, of the whole—were scattered through the villages. There
followed the period of great population growth and of industrializa-
tion in Britain, which had multiplied the numbers in England and
Wales nearly two and a half times by 1871 and nearly four times by
the eve of the Great War. The Oxford district was not touched by
industrialization, but until the seventies its agriculture was becoming
progressively more intensive, and the change in its population,
though slower than that in the whole country, was quite consider-
able. In 1871 there were about 76,000 people in the Area, of whom
30,484 lived in Oxford, another 8,000 in Abingdon and Woodstock,
and the remainder—just less than half—in the country. So far, town
and country had very nearly kept pace. But after that the checks to
the prosperity of British agriculture and the positive attractions of
the towns began to tell. Oxford itself continued to grow, though
rather more slowly, but the rural districts began to experience a
decline which was at first relative, then absolute; and their decline
held back the smaller boroughs also. In 1911 the Area had 97,290
people, of whom more than two-thirds lived in the boroughs and
their immediate suburbs; the rural population, about 27,000, was
less by nearly a third than it had been in 1871.
Our study of more recent happenings must start from a considera-
tion of the changes of total numbers.1 The population of the whole
1 See Appendix I, note i.

